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OCTFME Recognizes Roshan Patel as the
March 2019 Filmmaker of the Month

This award winning Washingtonian’s films have been highlighted on National
Geographic and screened on PBS.

Washington, D.C. -- The District of Columbia Office of Cable Television, Film, Music,
and Entertainment (OCTFME) is pleased to recognize Roshan Patel as the March 2019
Filmmaker of the Month.

Roshan Patel is the media producer at Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation
Biology Institute in Washington, DC, where he produces, directs, and edits short films
highlighting innovative wildlife conservation research such as coral conservation and
efforts to curb elephant poaching in Myanmar. He also creates social media content for
the Smithsonian National Zoo.

Roshan earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology at the College of William and Mary and
a Master of Fine Arts in Science and Natural History Filmmaking from Montana State
University. He has produced short films on topics ranging from lion conservation in India
to the impacts of the oil spills on deep sea ecosystems. “I actually came into documentary
filmmaking from a science background. The more | started doing field research, the more
| realized that there are a lot of stories here that people just aren’t seeing,” said Roshan.
He continued, “In the Pride film, | found a voice in presenting new ideas and the way
people relate to wildlife and not just seeing the beauty of the elephant and the lion. But,
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how do people live with them and what are the challenges and how do you solve those
problems.”

His films, Pride and Red Wolf Revival, have won awards at prestigious film festivals,
including “Best Short” and “Best Conservation Film” at the International Wildlife Film
Festival and “Best Conservation Success Film” at the New York Wild Film Festival. In
addition to film festival successes, his films have been highlighted on National
Geographic’s Short Film Showcase and have screened on PBS.

“I’ve always been part of a very specific film community with wildlife and nature, so it’s
really nice to learn about what else is going on in the District and seeing a different
filmmaker highlighted every month is awesome. I’'m happy to be one of the ones to
receive the Filmmaker of the Month honor now as well,” said Roshan.

Be sure to catch the Field in Focus screenings during the Environmental Film Festival
(DCEFF) in the Nation’s Capital happening March 14 - 24, 2019. For additional
information, please visit www.dceff.org. Roshan is also putting the finishing touches on a
film about coral that will release this spring.

Links:
https://vimeo.com/65923702

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJ- eu8aKwlI
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/conservation/field-focus-video-series

Instagram: @roshcpatel @smithsonianzoo
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nationalzoo/
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OCTFME launched the “Filmmaker of the Month” initiative as a vehicle for highlighting
the talents and creative contributions of filmmakers that make the District of Columbia
their home. The “Filmmaker of the Month” initiative is part of OCTFME’s mission to
elevate the national and international profile of the District’s talented filmmakers.

***If you know of a filmmaker that would make a great future “Filmmaker of the
Month,” you can send OCTFME your recommendations using this nomination form.
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About OCTFME

The District of Columbia Office of Cable Television, Film, Music, and Entertainment is
responsible for implementing, managing, and administering programs, initiatives, and
services that support media industry economic activity, growth, and employment in the
District of Columbia.

Washington, D.C.’s instantly recognizable landmarks, diverse neighborhoods, cultural
amenities, and first-class accommodations are just some of the many features that make
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the nation’s capital a venue of choice for media production.

For more information, contact the Office of Cable Television, Film, Music, and
Entertainment at (202) 727-6608, visit us on the web at http://entertainment.dc.gov, join
the DC Film community on http://www.facebook.com/EntertainDC, or follow us on
http://twitter.com/Entertain_DC.
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