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OCTFME RECOGNIZES DEWEY ORTIZ, Jr.  

AS THE APRIL 2021  
FILMMAKER OF THE MONTH 

 

 
 

This talented filmmaker’s goal is to change the perception of  
African Americans in Cinema 

 
Washington, D.C. – The District of Columbia Office of Cable Television, 
Film, Music, and Entertainment (OCTFME) is pleased to recognize Dewey 
Ortiz, Jr. as the April 2021 Filmmaker of the Month. 



 

 

Dewey A. Ortiz, Jr. co-founded DK Filmworks in 2010 with the goal of 
changing the perception of African Americans in cinema.  

“I am very humbled and appreciative to be recognized as OCTFME's 
Filmmaker of the Month. Washington, DC has gone above and beyond to 
support my artistry over the years. Every one of my films has been 
supported financially by DCCAH and last year I had the pleasure and 
privilege of being accepted into the 202Creates Spring 2020 residency. 
OCTFME's recognition is further proof that Washington, DC supports its 
black artists and black arts. Thank you to Director Angie Gates, the 
OCTFME family, and of course Mayor Muriel Bowser,” said Dewey A. 
Ortiz.   

Dewey Ortiz’s latest film is a documentary, Higher Power. Recreational 
cannabis use is legal in Washington, DC, however, recreational cannabis 
sales are not. Higher Power is the story of Black Washingtonians 
navigating this in-between space while looking to build their futures 
through participation in the legal cannabis industry. Higher Power uses the 
complex past (and present) of cannabis legalization in Washington, D.C. to 
tell a larger story about the disenfranchisement of 700,000 U.S. citizens 
and the pressing need for D.C. statehood. Higher Power is the second 
documentary Mr. Ortiz has developed that highlights the perseverance of 
D.C. residents. His series Survivor Stories, which features four courageous 
D.C. women who have survived domestic abuse, won Best Web Series at the 
2017 D.C. Black Film Festival.  

Mr. Ortiz has an M.F.A from Howard University in filmmaking and a B.S. 
in video production from Ohio University. He discovered his passion for 
filmmaking at the early age of ten, watching films with his father. Early on, 
Dewey came to realize that he disliked the negative way African Americans 
were portrayed on the big screen and over time he recognized he was not 
alone in that perception. As he became educated on the ugly reality of 
racism in America, he decided to use and hone his filmmaking skills to 
counter the racist stereotypes and caricatures that are often dominated by 
white-centered narratives.  

In addition to directing our living stories, Mr. Ortiz is also an imaginative 
writer. He wrote, directed and executive produced his first narrative short, 
Comeuppance which screened at several festivals in 2014, and is currently 
available for streaming on Amazon.  



 

 

In February 2019, Mr. Ortiz completed The Runaways, a powerful short, 
filmed in D.C. The film follows abused and neglected teenagers as they 
gather the courage to escape their tumultuous lives. The Runaways enjoyed 
a successful film festival run that included ten festival appearances and 
culminated in a best film award. It is currently available for streaming on 
KweliTV.  

In 2020 Mr. Ortiz was selected to participate in the 202Creates Artist 
Residency program in Washington, D.C. The program helps creative 
entrepreneurs grow their business and or project from idea to creation.   

 

FILM CREDITS:  
 
Higher Power:   Director, Co-Writer, Executive Producer  
2022 - Documentary Feature   
https://vimeo.com/431862140 
 
The Runaways:  Director, Writer, Executive Producer 
2019 – Short Film   
https://www.kweli.tv/programs/the-runaways?locale=en 
  
Survivor Stories:  Creator, Producer, Writer.   
2016 - Documentary Web-Series  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLanYWWeVMOZ5w-
ZeFPVKRHKoh6IY1ybw5 
 
Comeuppance:  Director, Co-Writer, Executive Producer 
2014 – Short Film  
https://www.kweli.tv/programs/comeuppance?locale=en 

 
Social Media Handles: 
IG: @higherpowerfilm   
IG: @TheRunaways_DK 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/higherpowerdc   
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OCTFME launched the “Filmmaker of the Month” initiative as a vehicle for highlighting 
the talents and creative contributions of filmmakers that make the District of Columbia 
their home. The “Filmmaker of the Month” initiative is part of OCTFME’s mission to 
elevate the national and international profile of the District’s talented filmmakers. 
  
***If you know of a filmmaker that would make a great future “Filmmaker of the 
Month,” you can send OCTFME your recommendations using this nomination form.  
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About OCTFME 
The Office of Cable Television, Film, Music and Entertainment (OCTFME) produces and 
broadcasts programming for the District of Columbia’s public, educational, and government access 
(PEG) cable television channels and digital radio station; regulates the District of Columbia’s cable 
television service providers; provides customer service for cable subscribers; and supports a 
sustainable film, music, and entertainment creative economy and labor market in the District of 
Columbia. 
 
OCTFME operates and manages the District’s government television access channels: the District 
Council Channel (DCC), the District of Columbia Network (DCN), and the District Knowledge 
Network (DKN). OCTFME’s award-winning content provides resourceful information on 
government activity, education, current events, history, music, arts, and entertainment. OCTFME 
manages and programs DC Radio 96.3 HD4 digital radio station, the District of Columbia’s first 
government radio station in partnership with Howard University’s WHUR. It is one of only two 
full-power, city-managed and programmed radio stations in the country 
 
OCTFME provides production support services that advance film, television, video, entertainment, 
interactive, multimedia, and digital media content creators. These services include permitting; 
location scouting; production support; job placement assistance; workforce development; and the 
DC Film, Television and Entertainment Rebate Fund. 
 
OCTFME supports the creative economy through Mayor Muriel Bowser Presents: 202Creates 
initiative, administering programs supporting the growth and sustainability of the creative 
industries in all 8 Wards of the District. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Cable Television, Film, Music, and Entertainment at 
(202) 671-0066, visit us online at: entertainment.dc.gov, and follow us on 
Facebook.com/entertaindc, Instagram.com/entertain_dc and Twitter.com/entertain_dc. 
 
  

### 
 


